
 
Declawing a cat used to be considered a standard procedure, like spaying or neutering.  While paying 
or neutering will be directly beneficial to your cat’s health, declawing in a surgery developed mostly for 
owner convenience.  Now, there are alternatives to declawing surgery!  Here is more information on 
declawing and alternative options that can leave you AND your cat happy.

What Is Declawing?

Declawing is a surgical procedure in which each toe is removed at the last joint because this is where 
the claw grows from.  This procedure results in the permanent removal of the claws.

What Can I Do Instead Of Declawing?

�Providing your cat with a scratching post is essential!  Cats actually NEED to scratch and must be  
provided with a surface that they are allowed to scratch on.  A scratching post can be purchased or 
made at home.  Be sure to get one with a sistal rope scratching surface.  Some cats will readily use a 
scratching post and others may need a bit of reinforcement.  To train your kitten or cat to use the post, 
you will need to take him or her to the post and put their front paws on it.  Rub cat nip on the surface 
of the post to attract the cat to it.  If you catch your kitty scratching inappropriate materials, simply tell 
him or her “no” and redirect them to the post.  To deter your cats from scatching inappropriate  
materials, you can apply double sided tape, aluminum foil or commercial deterrent spray sold at pet 
supply stores.

�Trimming your cat’s nails on a regular basis, about every three to four weeks, can actually keep them 
too short to do damage.  To trim your cat’s nails, squeeze the paw gently but firmly to expose the claw, 
then clip the sharp, thin end off with a pet nail trimmer.  Make sure you cut only the nail and avoid the 
quick, which is the blood supply to the nail.  The staff at your veterinary clinic can provide you with 
more guidance for easy nail trimming.

�“Soft Paws” or “Soft Claws” are an affordable alternative that anyone can use.  They are plastic caps 
that are glued over the cat’s natural nails.  Applying these caps makes the tip of the nails soft and 
blunt, leaving them unable to damage anything.  These caps willf all off from time to time, usually every 
3-4 weeks, and will need to be replaced.  Each pack of “Soft Paws” comes with 
detailed instructions, 40 nail caps and glue.  Veterinary staff can be  
very helpful applying the nail caps for you and showing you how to  
apply them at home.

Why Not Declaw?

Most cats don’t actually have problems with destructive scratching  
when providedwith a scratching post or pad.  So if no problem exists,  
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there isn’t anything to fix! By trimming nails and training your cat to use a scratching post, you will like-
ly ward off any destructive scratching issues.  While declawing surgery may seem like a quick surgery 
to you, it is a serious surgery for your cat.  Cat’s must be completely anesthetized for this procedure 
and will require pain control medication for a number of days following the surgery.

The pain of declaw surgery, even with appropriate pain medication administered, can result in some  
issues.  One problem is when the cat associates pain from the surgery with using the litter box.  If a 
cat finds its feet painful when they dig in their litter or raise themselves up on their toes (a common 
stance for feline urination), they can develop an aversion to urinating or defecating in the litter box and 
may choose a soft, comfortable surface for elmination, such as a couch or bed.

Any cat’s first line of defense is their claws, so when a cat ventures outdoors, it knows it can rely on 
a swat of its paw to ward off predators.  After a cat has been declawed, owners may notice that the 
cat has a tendancy toward biting or nipping more often.  This is because the cat is having to resort to 
another defense mechanism as its swat is no longer effective.

Thank You For Supporting Your Fur Family

We want to help you make an informed decision about whether or not you would like to have your cat 
declawed and are more than happy to discuss any further questions you may have.  If you decide to 
have your cat declawed, there are age and weight guidelines for this procedure.  In general, the  
younger and lighter a cat is, the better candidate he or she will make for this surgery. Older and  
heavier cats tend to have more complications and pain after this surgery.  Most veterinarians are able 
to declaw cats as early as 3-4 months old and this age is proferred.
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